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MAJOR ECONOMIC SECTORS 

 Agriculture 

 Forest 

 Animal ranching and Fishing 

 Industry 

 Handicraft 

 Tourism 

 Building and Public works 

 Services 

 Research and technological development 

 Financial system 

 Foreign trade 
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1) AGRICULTURE                                                          

In 2011, the primary sector accounted for 21.7% of the GDP and contributed for 0.7% to real growth. Production 

has grown by 3.1% in 2010.In 2012; the sector has represented 22.1% of the GDP. 

 

Export Crops 

 Cocoa: Cocoa production was 0.3% down in 2011 on the previous year to stabilize by 

243,320tons.Cocoa production of 183.000tons in 2006 reached 228911 in 2002, with an objective 

of reaching 350000 tons by 2015. 

 Coffee: In 2011 Robusta coffee production was down 14.4% compared to 2010 to reach 

38,722tons.Arabica coffee for its own witnessed a 4.7% drop to reach 9,563 tons after the 31.6% 

in 2010. During the first half year 2012, about 1.2million young Robusta coffee trees were 

distributed.  
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 Natural rubber: In 2011, natural rubber production was 50,983 tons, meaning an increase by 

1.5% compared to 2010.In 2012, production kept on increasing to reach 56,477 tons, which 

amounts to a growth rate of 10.8%. 

 Cotton: The production of cotton lint was 61,392 tons in 2011, showing an increase by 15.9% on 

2012. As to seed cotton production, the increase registered was by 12.9%. The 2012 production 

went up by 27.2%. 

 Export Banana: In 2012, production went back up by 5.2% thanks to favorable conditions and the 

return to production of the plots left fallow the previous year.  

 Palm Oil: In 2011, the Industrial production of unrefined palm oil increased by 16.4% to reach 

135,215 tons.  

Subsistence Farming: Subsistence production has increased by 3.8% on 2010; its real 

growth is 4.5% .This increase is linked to the positive effects (training personnel, distribution of 

inputs, etc) of diverse programs and projects: 

 In 2011, the production of most of the operations was on the upward trend. For each product and 

by comparison to 2010, evolutions are as follows; cassava (+7.2%), yam (+3.5%), sweet potato 

(+6.6%) and potato (+4.4%). 
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Between 2013-2015, Government paid a peculiar attention to the agro pastoral sector.  In the 

agricultural domain, emphasis was laid on the productivity and competiveness of the growth 

areas with high stakes of dietary security. This includes notably: maize, rice, cassava, Irish 

potatoes, plantain banana, palm oil, millet, Sorgho, fruits and vegetables.  

To this effect, Government launched a distribution campaign of seeds and cuttings to farmers. 

This undertaking by the Government made Cameroon one of the 72 countries that achieved the 

millennium objective for development in the area of famine reduction. 
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2) FOREST                                                        

Cameroon’s forest with a surface area of 22.5million hectares are the second largest forest in Africa. 

17million hectares of this area that is 40% of the national territory are exploitable, while the rest is mainly 

composed of forest gallery, flooded areas and periforest savannahs. 

The forest which covers up to 190,000km², occupies a great majority of the southern part of the land. Here 

climate is hot and humid. Major forestry zones are located in the Centre, South, East and South-West 

regions.  

Export receipts of wood and pieces of work made of wood represented 10.8% of the overall exports 

receipts for 11.5% in 2010. Special wood species exported are: the Ebony, Pygeum, Yohimbe and Voacanga.  

Forest taxes amounted to 15.3 billion CFA in 2011 for 8.6 billion in 2010, which is an increase by 77.9%. The 

exploited areas have increased by 10.6% to reach 6.9million hectares in 2012. The number of Forest 

development units (FDUs) is 109. As for the fauna and the preservation of biodiversity, Cameroon has large 

hunting areas of about 9.1million hectares for 19.2% of the national territory.  
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Government has intensified the fight against the exploitation of protected wildlife species, and several 

confiscations have been carried out. In the same vein, the supply of local markets in legal wood has been 

stabilized to two and a half million cubic meters.  

These different actions have favored the creation of direct employment in the wood sector from 23,000 in 

2013 to 28,350 direct employments in 2015 
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3) Animal Ranching and Fishing     

The objectives targeted in breeding and fishing sub-sector are the development of animal and halieutic 

productions, improvement of livestock’s health coverage, and fight against zoo noses. 

With a growth rate of 2.7% in 2011, the livestock and fishing sub-sector contributed 0.4% of the GDP 

growth of the primary sector. In order to increase animal and fishery production, government strategies 

consist in promoting short-term breeding (aviculture, pig and small ruminants breeding), promoting the 

creation of middle and big size ranches, for cattle breeding in order to proceed to intensive agriculture. In 

2011, production in the area of breeding increased by 4.1% for 2.7% on 2010. Its growth was estimated at 

3.6% in 2012.  

In 2011, fishing production in its three aspects, namely the local, industrial and sea fishery had increased by 

1.9% on 2010.  
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An estimated 250,000 persons live on fishing related activities and most of them in the artisanal sector made up 

of some 70,000 fishermen and some 180,000 indirect jobs in various related crafts. 

 The main debarkation seaport is Douala which has freezing and conservation equipment. Other secondary ports 

such as Limbe and kribi also host fishing activities .It is also worth mentioning the numerous docking areas along 

the coast such as Youpwe near Douala or Lobe near kribi on the Atlantic Ocean.  

 

Between 2013 and 2015 emphasis was laid on the increase of pastoral, poultry and apicultural 

production. Talking of results in this domain, one can mention; 

-566,716 tons of meat, in terms of supervised slaughter 

-385,676 tons of collected milk 

-135,965 tons of produced table eggs 

-600 financed projects in the agro pastoral world 

-and 3341 tons of collected honey, say 900 tons of exported honey. 

It is worth mentioning that between 2013 and 2015, animal diseases reduced by 30%. 
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              4) Industry                                                                                            

 At continental level, Cameroon has become a key figure of the African economy while holding a leading 

position in central African economy. With its embryonic industrial fabric, Cameroon is most distinguished 

by the great diversification of her production base comprising among other agribusiness, wood, 

hydrocarbons and petro chemistry, cotton, rubber, construction materials, manufacturing activities, 

diverse industrial services, etc. The dynamism of its entrepreneurs is above all the consolidating factor of 

this position and the reason to envisage the future serenely.  

We will never cease rehearsing Cameroon is Africa in miniature, a good risk conveyed by its great natural 

resource potential of both its soil and subsoil; a pleasant and favorable climate to agricultural diversity; 

abundant qualified and competent natural resources; a socio-political environment said to be stable and 

peaceful, where it is nice being while investing to make wealth.  

 

Cameroon government lays capital importance on the industrial sector, which is considered on average 

term as the true lever for growth and poverty reduction. The authorities’ ambition of a 6 to 7% annual 
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growth rate geared at reducing poverty by 50% by the year 2015, cannot be achieved without the immense 

contribution of the sector in charge of industry and services of the domestic product.  

In view of these prospects, it is worth noting that Cameroon’s competitive assets in the manufacturing 

industry cannot be underestimated, notably its strategic location within the gulf of Guinea with a potential 

capacity of 200million consumers from central Africa and Nigeria, the availability of various convertible raw 

materials, a qualified work force and possibility of developing physical infrastructure base (hydro-electric 

power potential, road system, telecommunications, urban planning).  

The mining subsector’s contribution to the growth remains marginal. Till May 2012, the country’s gold 

reserves totaled 50.2kg gold powder of which 35.1kg was of molten gold. Since August 14, 2012, Cameroon 

has joined the Kimberly process, an international crude diamonds certification system. The country intends 

to become a producer of the first rank thanks to the exploitation of the deposit at Mobilong. In 2012, 

petroleum production recorded an increase of 9.7% following the improvement of extraction ratios in the 

existing wells.  

In the first half of 2012, the index of industrial production was up by 4.8% spurred on among others by 

«woods, paper and printing works »whose index has increased by 20.5%, ´intermediate and construction 

products» (+11.8%) and «agribusiness» (+5.6%). In 2012, manufacturing production has increased 4.4% 

spurred on by agribusiness (+5.5%) and other manufacturing industries (+3.8%).  

Between 2013 and 2015, Government met the challenge of diversifying the production offer for cement, 

with the construction and activities’ launching of three cement factories in Douala: 

-Dangote Cement Cameroon, created by a Nigerian investor 
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            -CIMAF, by Moroccan investors 

           -and MEDCEM, a branch of the Turkish group Eren Holding 
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5) Handicraft                                                               

Cameroon’s handicraft falls within the scope of the small and medium-size businesses. It has the peculiarity 

of embodying the country’s rich culture and mark of exceptional expertise inherited for generations. Thus 

Cameroon has nearly 34.000 small craftsmen divided into organizations, groups and associations.  The 

heading organization in the sector is the Cameroon national body of craftsmen; the business comprises a 

large number of fields like:  

-woodcarving 

-Bronze sculpture 

-Ceramic sculpture 

-Leather work, etc 

Due to its important potential, craft is often justifiably considered as ‘‘Cameroon’s leading enterprise’’. It is 

therefore a significant element in the fight against unemployment and poverty.  
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The genius of Cameroon craftsmen is well exhibited in shopping arcades, certain big towns, market squares 

across the country and as well as in diverse more or less remote regions in the world. The arts and crafts 

market of foumban, maroua, Bamenda, Mbalmayo and many other regions are some undeniable 

illustrations. Figures reveal that the market of bamboo and rattan alone is estimated at nearly 3000 billion 

CFA francs globally.  

In order to promote the domestic crafts industry and encourage mutual exchanges between Cameroon 

artisans and their foreign counterparts, the Ministry of small and medium-size enterprises, Social Economy 

and handicraft organized in January 2008 Cameroon’s first ever International handicraft Exhibition.  

Even if handicraft is practiced all over the country, some areas distinguish themselves by their mastery of 

specific technics. For instance Maroua has always been famous through leather products and tanning; 

Foumban through bronze and copper items; Bamenda and Bafoussam through woodcarving, natural fibers 

(raffia), bamboo products and traditional dresses. Between 2013 and 2015, 09 handicraft villages have 

been constructed in 9 different regions, except in the center region which hosts the international 

handicraft center of Yaoundé, and whose construction is already completed.  
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6)  Tourism                                                                  

Geographically, Cameroon is in the heart of the Western, Central and Northern African regions. It stretches 

from North to South over 1200km. This relief is extraordinarily contrasting where you find in alternation 

highlands and lowlands, a diversity of climates, landscapes and quite rare animal species as well. 

Cameroon’s vegetation is representative of the rest of Africa. It offers forest, savannah and steppe in 

various types; it’s really ‘‘Africa all-gathering’’ in a 475,000km² triangle to discover with delight. With their 

409 different types of mammals, 143 reptiles, 849 birds and 190 amphibians, fauna and flora are 

extraordinarily rich.  

Protected areas cover 4 551 990ha including 7 national parks, 7 wildlife reserves, 27 synergetic zones, 1 

sanctuary and 3 zoological gardens.  
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During the year 2011, Cameroon has had 604, 052 tourists with financial spin-offs of 115billion CFA francs 

to 572,728 tourists, and a receipt of 109.7 billion in 2010; tourism accounted for 1.1 of the GDP to 1.2 the 

previous year. The private sector has invested about 26billion to build tourism infrastructures. For the sole 

first half year 2012, the funding was about 7billion.  

A survey conducted by the relevant ministries reveals an increase by 6.4 of stays in hotels for the year 

2011, and average rooms’ occupancy rate of 54.3% .In the first half-year 2012, making a yearly downturn , 

the number of nights spent in hotels increased by 0.9% and the average rate of occupancy was about 53%. 

This evolution is due to the improvement of quality service and reception facilities. In the same strides, the 

number of nights spent in hotels should go up by 0.8% just as the turnover should also go up by 5.6%.  

Open to the Atlantic Ocean over 400km coast-line, the Littoral Region is favorable to seaside tourism, 

especially with its kribi and Limbe natural beaches, mangrove swamps and falls plunging straight into the 

sea. 

Tourist trade includes a great variety of jobs divided into four main categories as follows: accommodation, 

catering, organization and sale of holidays, and finally transport.  

The different regions in Cameroon are each in their own way friendly. In the Adamawa Region we have the 

following touristic sights; 

 The picturesque and attracting Great Mosque of Ngaoundere; 

 The Cameroon school of hotel management and tourism ; 

 Lake tizon, a circular-shaped crater lake; 

 The Vina Falls, 15km away from Ngaoundere; 
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 The great cliff, 45km away from Ngaoundere on the way to Garoua 

 The Nyem Nyem caves at the top of mount Djim, 65km away from Garoua. 

In the Center region, we find the following touristic sites; 

 The Benedictines Monastery of the Mont Febe in Yaoundé; 

 The Mvimli rock, 12km away from Mbalmayo town; 

 The Ebogo tourist site, 12km away from mbalmayo ; 

 Luna Park, a playful site in Obala, 40km away from Yaoundé; 

 The Ngo-Ngock Lipo Falls located some 11km away from Eseka in the River Ngong. 

 

In the East region, we find the following touristic sites; 

 The mount Bandi, with its three tops; 

 The lake Mouloundou, where animals used to quench their thirst; 

 The gold mines of Kambele and Betare Oya; 

 The Dja fauna reserve, in Messamena subdivision; 

  The mali falls, 7km away from Ndokayo, a ranch village.  

In the far-North region we find the following touristic sites;  

 The Waza national park created in 1934, is the most important fauna reserve in the African 

French-speaking countries where you easily find elephants, giraffes, lions and rare bird 

species; 

 Odjila village surrounded by  a three-century-old wall; 
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 Maroua market where one can easily buy crocodile skin handbags, prettily decorated ostriches 

eggs, snakeskin belts, etc; 

 The Kirdi’s land on the mountains, and the wonderful scenery of the Rhumsiki village; 

 Mokolo town, where the iron civilization and its primitive furnace are to be discovered; 

 Mora town, a pleasing and highly valued stop.  

In the Littoral region we find; 

 A German bridge built on River Sanaga since 1903 in Edea; 

 The hydroelectric dam, and ALUCAM and SOCATRAL in Edea; 

 Mount Koupe, 2005m high; 

 The Marienberg Catholic mission in Mouanko Subdivision; with its old german school built in 

1890; 

 Coffee and banana farms in Moungo and Nkam divisions 

 Prince Dika Akwa’s Museum in Douala. 

In the North region we find the following; 

 Lagdo dam 

 The famous Sultanate of Rey Bouba; 

 The Benoue National Park  

 The Pitoa market. 

In the North West region we find the following; 
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 The arts and craft fare of Bamenda; 

 The mountain-meandering, ‘‘Ring Road’’; 

 The wonderful sceneries of the menchum and Ndonga-and Mantung; 

 Ndu town, renowned worldwide for its delicious tea; 

 The crater lakes  

 Government is rehabilitating the existing hotel complex. Between 2013 and 2015, 15 touristic sites have been 

built, notably the twin lakes at the foot of mount Manengouba, the national park of Lobeke, lake Oku, the leisure 

parks of Ebolowa and Buea, and the marine resorts of Lagdo and Maga.  

In 2016/2018, government will focus on the valorization of touristic sites. Furthermore, works linked to the 

2016/2019 African nations’ Cup will also concern the renovation of the national hotel park and the construction 

of new hotels in Yaoundé, Douala, Bafoussam and Limbe towns.  
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7) Building and Public Works                                                                 

The public buildings and works subsector is experiencing a strong resumption of activity further to Cameroon’s 

attainment of the HIPC achievement point and, as an indirect effect of this event, later reduction of the country’s 

external debt.  

In 2012, the subsector created a 5.5% increase in the GDP and its added value had increased by 9.6%. The 

following year, it represented 3.7% of the GDP and its added value was up by 13.9%. Priority is given to the state 

of national road network, making more roads and increasing checks of construction engineering Standards with 

regard to public buildings.  

Actions carried out in 2012 focused on the check for the respect of construction engineering standards 

concerning public buildings of different contracting authorities in nearly 3,015 building sites. 
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The resumption of activity in public building and works sector shows undeniable impact on subsectors like the 

cement works, concrete, iron, metallurgy, paint, etc. Today, CIMENCAM no longer has a monopoly in the 

production of cement. A new cement factory has recently been built in Douala by Dangote, a Nigerian investor. 

For a start, the factory should produce 1,000,000 tons per year.  

In 2012, roads maintenance task falling within the framework of the three-year program for roads maintenance 

backed by the road Fund focused in particular on 11,315km of dirt roads, 3,315km of asphalted roads and 

1,072km of rural roads. As for restoration and construction works, there is need to list some such as:   

 Ayos-Bonis road inaugurated in August 2012 

 The Yaoundé-Kribi road 

 The Garoua Boulai- Ngaoundere road, of which asphalting works are 80% carried through in the Nandeke-

Mbere section and 95% in Mere-Ngaoundere section 

 Construction of the Obala-batchenga-Nkolessong road. 

Besides the implementation of the road part of the emergency plan for the acceleration of economic growth, 

Government will equally task to upgrade interurban infrastructures in order to optimize the 2016-2019 African 

Nations’ Cup organization.  
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8) Services                                                                              

The service sector had increased by 5.5% in 2011 as to 4% in 2010. Its previous contribution to the growth 1.8% 

went up to reach 2.6%. This growth in the sector is mainly owed to dynamism of sub-sectors like ‘‘banking and 

financial agencies’’ (+8.4%), ‘‘transport’’, warehouses and communication ’’ (+4.7%), and ‘‘trade, restaurants, and 

hotels’’ (+4.8%). In 2012, the service sector increased by 5% for 2.3% contribution in the growth and represented 

42.9% of the GDP. 

Trade: The most significant facts were the modernization of the institutional framework, fight against speculation 

and monopolistic practices, improvement of consumer goods distribution and rationalization of income-

generating products marketing.  



23 
 

Telecommunications: In 2011, telecommunications subscribers were 10,808,863, as opposed to 8,911,665 the 

previous year, therefore representing an increase of 21.3%. The number of mobile phone subscribers increased 

by 21.0% and the house phones by 22%. Turnover is up by 4.2%. The yearly evolution revealed an increase by 

10.2% of the number of subscribers, and 9.3% of turnover during the first half-year 2012. At the end of the 

financial year, the turnover had increased by 7.2%. 

Computing: Computers nowadays equip the quasi-totality of administrative services and even private 

enterprises. In the same vein, upscale up activities were introduced in secondary and advanced schools, of which 

the most promising is internet.  

Internet: Since April 1997, Cameroon has been committed to the exploitation of internet websites via the 

installation of an access knot in the network of networks at intelcam, which was the unique official supplier. 

Intelcam later became Cameroon Telecommunications (CAMTEL) via Camnet. The opening of the Cameroonian 

branch of the African Institute of Computer Sciences (IAI) in October 2009 strongly stimulated computer and 

internet training in Cameroon.  
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9) Research and Technology Development 

Bearing in mind the strategic position Scientific Research and Technological Innovations occupy in the head of 

state’s action plan geared at ushering Cameroon into emergence, the ministry of scientific research and 

technological Innovations (MINRESI), intends to do all within its ability so as to successfully start off the critical 

step of transforming research results into products, goods and services which in turn would remarkably improve 

the living standards of the population.   

In the framework of its mission aimed at adding value to research results while promoting innovations, in 2013, 

MINRESI planned to ensure the design of a strategy whose objective is to promote the enhancement of 

innovative research results by both national and foreign investors. 

Under the leadership of the National Director of Institute of Agricultural Research for Development (IRAD), the 

overall objective of this program is to bring about an increase in productivity and agricultural production. It 
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covers a wide range of activities which will be implemented by IRAD, CARBAP, MINRESI and the regional centers 

for Innovation (CRRI). They include: 

 The production of hybrid seeds of maize and sorghum  

 Production of all-weather seeds for affected areas 

 The efficient long lasting management of water in market garden cultures 

 Improvement of the productivity of Niebe in the North region 

 Improvement of the fodder resources of Adamawa 

 Reinforcing the capacities of farmers involved in rain water ice production alongside that of professional 

organizations  

 Support the creation, safety and servicing of pastures in the East region.  

 Promotion of technology used for the transformation of fruits and vegetables.  

Between 2013 and 2015, several production fields have been created in the rural areas of Evodoula, Okola, 

Mefomo, Tang, Edip-Kumbo, Poumpouna, Emana and Okoa. Likewise, activities for the support program on 

agronomic research were launched during the last three years.  
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10) Financial system 

 

In 2011 the financial situation was characterized by a drop in bank reserves at the bank of central African States 

(BEAC), a progression of loans to the economy an increase in net debt of the monetary system on the state, and a 

drop of net external assets. 

In the first half of the year 2012, and compared to the same period in 2011, the same trends were observed apart 

from net debts on the state which dropped. The liquidity rate of the economy remained almost stable at 20.2% of 

the GDP in 2012, against 21.1% in 2011. 

The financing of the economy was diversified with the launching of the issuing of public titles and new 

instruments such as financial lease.  

Monetary Policy: the monetary policy consists in putting at the disposal of the economy the means of payment in 

sufficient and necessary quantity to favor growth, while ensuring price stability and the external parity of 

currency. BEAC has two instruments: the policy of refinancing and the policy of interest rates. 

Inter-banking operations: In the first half of 2012, close to 29 billion was exchanged between banks, with 51% for 

sub regional operations, the interest rates are between 1.2% and 3.5% following the duration of the loan.  
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Compulsory Reserves: The coefficient of compulsory reserves of the group made up of Cameroon and Gabon is 

fixed at 11.75% on demand deposits and 9.25% on fixed term deposits. The remuneration rate of compulsory 

reserves is fixed at 0.05% since July 2009. In late 2011, the outstanding amount of compulsory reserves of banks 

increased to 255 billion, against 240 billion in late 2010.  

Monetary Situation: In late 2012, the monetary situation stabilized in resources and used at 2,978 billion against 

2,824 a year earlier. This evolution illustrates an increase in the money supply, induced by an increase in loans to 

the economy and net debts on the state.  

Money supply: On 31st December 2011, the money supply increased by 9.6% compared to late December 2010 to 

stand at 2,897 billion. Annually it increased to 4.5% by June 2012.  

Banking Sector: In late June 2012, the activity of loan institutions was marked by an increase of 13.2% of support 

brought customers, and improvement of the external positions of banks. BEAC and inter-banking refinancing 

represent respectively 0.18% and 0.72% from all the loans granted.  
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11) Foreign trade 

 

 

In 2011 trade with foreign countries were on the 

increase by 21.6% on 2010, an increase observed both at 

importation and exportation levels. In comparison with 

the first- half year 2011, trade in the same period of 

2012 had increased by 3.1% despite the decline in 

imports. This evolution then, was due to the export 

increase of crude petroleum oils and import fall of petroleum products.  

In 2012, except for petroleum, the deficit widened to reach 1072.9 billion, showing increase in proportion of 

imports (+22.9%) on exports (+12%). Cover rate therefore went from 61.6% in 2010 to 56.1%  

Exports: In 2011 imports were on the increase by 12.9% on 2010 and reached 2,171.4 billion except for 

petroleum, exports were on the increase by 12%, reaching 1,372.4 billion.   

Government intends to develop exportation through;  

-promotion of Cameroon-made products on the local, regional and international markets 

-facilitate internal and external trade  
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-set up a raw material stock exchange 

Imports: In 2011, imports increased by 22.9% and amounted to 3209.8 billion. Imports of standard capital 

equipment which represent 31% of total imports were on the increase by 32%. Purchase of crude oil (23.8% of 

the total) increased by 49%.   
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Economic Projections 2016-2018 

                                                                   

Energy: The objectives in this sector amongst others will be;  

-Make operational the national company for electricity transport 

-Reach an electrification rate of 70% for houses in urban and 

suburban areas, in the 2017 horizon 

-Intensify rural electrification  

-Improve on the distribution and availability of petroleum products 

Access to Potable water: Emphasis will be put on the commencement of the supply 

project for Yaoundé town from the Sanaga River. Within the framework of the emergency plan, the 

construction projects for 900 drillings and 19 potable water conveyances in the 10 regions of the 

country together with densification following the construction of 300 wells within the northern 

regions, have commenced. All this will be carried out in complete tranquility.  
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Road Infrastructure: Besides the implementation of the road aspect emergency plan for the 

acceleration of economic growth, Government will equally upgrade interurban infrastructures to 

optimize the 2016 and 2019 African Nations’ Cups Organization. In this line, the emergency plan 

has intended to construct 20 axes to improve access to the production basins, which means 2 roads 

per region. 

Transport: In this sector, Government will intensify road preventive and road safety operations, 

through the installment of speed-control fixed radars on the Yaoundé-Douala highway. 

Government will equally reinforce the obstacle-removing device, notably the bad vehicles on the 

main highways of the country. 

Jobs and Professional Training: The perspectives in this field for 2016-2018 consist in; 

- The creation of at least 400,000 decent jobs in 2016 

- Improvement on offers in professional training 

   

  


